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So far Warren; he is, however, mistaken as to the date
of the first black-gown’s visit, which was not 1668 but 1665.

The next visitors to Chequamegon Bay were Pére Claude
Allouez and his six companions in 1665. We come now to
a most interesting chapter in the history of our bay, the first
formal preaching of the Christian religion on its shores.
For a full account of Father Allouez’s labors here, the
reader is referred to the writer’s Missionary Labors of Fathers
Marquette, Allouwez, and Ménard in the Lake Superior Region.
Here will be given merely a succinct account of their work
on the shores of the bay. - To the writer it has always
been a soul-inspiring thought that he is allowed to tread in
the footsteps of those saintly men, who walked, over two
hundred years ago, the same ground on which he now
travels; and to labor among the same race for which they,
in starvation and hardship, suffered so much.

In the Jesuit Relation for 1667, Father Allouez thus be-
gins the account of his five years’ Jabors on the shores of
our bay: "“On the eighth of August of the year 1665, I
embarked at Three Rivers with six Frenchmen, in com-
pany with more than four hundred Indians of different
tribes, who were returning to their country, having con-
cluded the little traffic for which they had come.” His
voyage into the Northwest was one of great hardships and
privations. The Indians willingly took along his French
lay companions, but him they disliked. Although M.
Tracy, the governor of Quebec, had made Father Allouez
his ambassador to the Upper Algonquins, thus to facilitate
his reception in their country, nevertheless they opposed
his accompanying them, and threatened to abandon him on
some desolate island. No doubt the medicine-men were
the principal instigators of this opposition. He was
usually obliged to paddle like the rest, often till late in the
night, and that frequently without anything to eat all day.

“On a certain morning,” he says, “a deer was found,
dead since four or five days. It was a lucky acquisition
for poor famished beings. I was offered some, and al-
though the bad smell hindered some from eating it, hunger



